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The magazine of DTC H 


Toc H is a movement of people who seek to build friendships, 


another. The basic unit is a group - 
to serve the community around it. ogee 
apportunities for people to test the Christian wa 


Toc H was founded in 19 


All members pledge themselves fo try: 
1. To welcome all in friendship and lessen by 


2. To give personal service. an 
3. To find their own convictions while lis 
4. To acknowledge the spiritual nature of man 


of these Four Points. 


Faith, Hope and Love. 


Faith, hope, love abide, these three: but the greatest of these 
is love. These much loved words from 1 Corinthians have 
particular relevance for Toc H and, al the recent World Chain 
of Light vigil at Cuddesdon House. Oxford. Development 
Officer Adrian Dudman spoke of the future of the movement 
and the need to spread love. He said that this can be 
personally painful fora lot of people and collectively painful 
- it can be very hard and difficult and sometimes forces us to 
make unsavoury decisions. 


A decision made with love is not easy; it forces us to break 
out of lethargy, inertia. and the comfortableness of routine. 
Adrian said that love is infectious, and indeed it is. I have 
met some of the most thoughtful and loving people of my 
lifes experience in Toc H. and it seems no coincidence that 
these are almost invariably committed Christians who are 
humble about their good deeds. Which is appropriate 
because, as il also states in | Corinthians, /et him who boasts 
boast of the Lord. 
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This magazine is a forum for ideas about Toc H and about the world as w 
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eal neighbourhood - which meets together regularly 


ell asa record of Toc H service. Its title derives from the third 


It would be gratifying to see an expression, ‘very Toc He, 
passed down in the English language to mean the practice of 
Christian caring. But we need to feel much stronger about 
this within our own hearts, and about our Christian essence, 
Iris upto usas individuals to put more energy and feeling into 
what we believe. 


And why? Because the world needs Toc H now more than 
ever before; far more than in those early days when there was 
more belief: in God, in family ties. inneighbourliness, and in 
helping others. I am reminded of the story of Pandora’s Box. 
She lets out famine, anger, envy. hatred. jealousy, despair. 
greed, and almost leaves the one redeemer behind. There is 
a pleading voice: “Let me out; the world needs me!” Finally 
she is convinced and out comes Hope. 


Hope and faith are the sustainers, and love the fasiriment of 
God's will. But it is not all-pervasive within the movement, 
and it would be inspiring to see us practice amongst ourselves 
what we preach. Jesus said. ‘Love one another as | have 
loved you’. Ruth Boyd 


New Production techniques 
for Point three 


We now have a new design and production process for the 
magazine. and ] take this opportunity to thank Sybil Chick who 
designed Point three for many years. In future the magazine 
design will be a co-production between the editor and the new 
printers. Partridge and Legg Ltd.. and it is now designed (on a 
compuler screen) and printed in the same building at Gerrards 
Cross, Buckinghamshire. One of the main advantages is that this 
process considerably speeds up production, so we hope that all 
your news ilems and letters will appear much sooner than has 
happened before. I would appreciate feedback from readers about 
design and content. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 
Editorial Assistant: Thomas Hill Long 


Cover 
The 75th Anniversary service at St Martin-in- 


the-Fields. The Revd Alan Johnson, Toc H 
National Chaplain: the Revd Jim Thompson. 
Bishop of Stepney: the Revd Glen Craig 
National Chaplain, Toc H South Africa. 


Letters. articles and news items are 
welcomed, and should be addressed 
to The Editor. Point three, Toc H 
Headquarters, | Forest Close, 
Wendover. Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 
OBT. (Tel: 0296 623911) 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


All Hallows, Guildhall and 
St Martin-in-the-Fields 


Our closing 75th anniversary celebrations are recorded in this 
issue. Unfortunately bad weather prevented many members from 
attending the St Martin-in-the-Fields service. There were several 
sad stories: Jor example the coach with representatives from 
Wales had to turn back on the motorway. So. we are using some 
of the space in this issue to refer to the memorable comments 
about the movement from the Lord Mayor of London, the 
National Chaplain, and the Director. at All Hallows church and 
the Guildhall reception. and 10 print in full an outstanding address 
from the Bishop of Stepney at the Toc H service at St Martin's. 


Photographs taken at St Martin-in-the-Fields are available from HQ at the cost of £2.50 per 8" x 6" print. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy 
or £3.60 per years subscription. Any 
contribution towards the high cost 
of postage will be gratefully accepted. 


Point three is printed 
on recycled paper, 


Wor'!d Chain of 


Poperinge 


The World Chain of Light at Talbot 
House on 12 December ended a year 
of celebrations for the movement. 
National Chaplain, the Revd Alan 
Johnson, described it as ‘a truly 
international and ecumenical affair’. 
Representatives from Toc H in 
Australia, South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and India joined a group from Toc H 
UK and members of our branch in 
Poperinge at 8.30 pm on li 
December when the Catholic Dean 
of Poperinge led the opening service 
in Flemish. There was a special 
reception at the Town Hall and 
Director John Mitchell spoke in 
Dutch. Other messages were 
delivered in Tamil (India), Tonga 
(Zimbabwe) and Afrikaans. 


The 24 hour vigil gave plenty of 


opportunity for representatives to 
learn about Toc H activities in many 
parts of the world. Alan Johnson led 
the final Communion Service in the 
Upper Room with participation by 
the Dean and fifty other members. 
Before extinguishing the lamp, each 
participant lit a taper symbolising 
that they carried the light of Toc H 
into the world in their own lives. 


Bert Hill and John Crocker were 
presented with a thank-you gift in 
grateful recognition of their work as 
honorary wardens of Talbot House. 


B H S Christopher presents an Indian Lamp to 
the Upper Room 


Bert Hill 


John Crocker 


Alan Johnson spoke of the 75th 
birthday of the movement and a 
highly successful variety of 
celebrations throughout the year 
which had shown the movement to 
be very much alive and looking 
forward: 


`I have personally made many discoveries 
in this year of celebration and especially 
during the last few weeks. There have been 
discoveries of new and long standing 
friendships across all kinds of barriers. The 
discovery that Toc H is truly a family that 
spreads across the world. 


l have found fun and laughter and the 
challenge of different views and styles of 
Toc H and experienced the truth that itis far 
far bigger and greater than its history, its 
name, or even this great house. 


l have discovered that Talbot House, 
Poperinge, for all that it still does in 
spreading the message of Toc H and in 
being a memorial to the origins of the 
Movement, is still only a symbol of what 
must, in truth, Zive in the everyday lives of 
all of us who are members.’ W 


TOCH 
75th 
ANNIVERSARY 


Advent Carol Service, All 
Hallows Church, 7 December 


National Chaplain, the Revd Alan 
Johnson, spoke of the need to look 
forward. Like the church's season of 
Advent, he said, this 75th 
anniversary is a time of confident 
anticipation and celebration of future 
hope. He spoke of the movement 
being at a border crossing. “And, at 
this border we have achoice: we can 
either turn and look back and build 
ourselves into some sort of memorial 
to the past, or we can look forward, 
step out boldly, and grasp the future 
with confidence. 


‘E am with those who are full of 


confident anticipation for the future. 
We have amission expressed clearly 
in the Main Resolution. the Four 
Points of the Compass and the 
Statement of Re-Affirmation. We 


shall go with others on a journey of 


discovery to break down the barriers 
of prejudice and ignorance. to create 
unexpected friendships, to build a 
loving society, and to discover a 
faith to live by.’ 


Guildhall Reception 

The Rt Hon the Lord Mayor of 
London attended the All Hallows 
Carol Service and spoke at the 
reception at the Guildhall, City of 
London: 


‘Like the legendary Tubby Clayton. 
l am an old boy of St Paul’s school 
and so, both as an old Pauline and 
Lord Mayor of London. it gives me 
immense personal pleasure to 
welcome you all to the Guildhal! for 
this 75th anniversary celebration of 
the foundation of Toc H. 
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It has been characteristic of the Church of England and its 
clergy to strengthen the Christian mission to our world through the 
creation of voluntary organizations such as Toc H. Tubby Clayton stood 
in m honourable tradition. Tha Chrch and the world it serves still 
needs this variety of witness, and I give thanks for the way in which 
Toc H enriches still the life of so mmy of its members end the wider 
camumnity it seeks to serve. May God bless your calebrations, keep you 
faithful to your founder's vision, and bring light to all you seek to do 


a 


for His people. 


I m sorry that commitments in Canterbury prevent me being with 
ya to celebrata Toc H's 75th Arniversary. I em glad, however, to have 
the opportinity to send you my greetings. 


In an earlier message for a Toc H gathering this year, I snid 
that hardly anyone was left who was old enough to remember Toc H's 
origin 75 years ago. But there are som of us, ad I include myself 
among them, who remember Tubby Clayton with great affection. His impact 
upon a whole generation of young people was one which inspired them to 
seek unity ecrosa rations and between races, regardless of class or 
background. ‘That is en ideal which still needs to be worked for today, 
end I m glad to see Toc H continuing to find new ways to do this work. 


Lambeth Palace London SEI 7 


“The City of London has always 
been proud of its connection with 
Toc H, ever since its founder padre, 
Tubby Clayton, transferred the idea 
of a wartime rest and recreation 
centre for troops in France to his 
own church of All Hallows. Barking 
by the Tower, where he was 
appointed vicar in 1922 and 
remained for forty one years. 


‘Tam particularly pleased to see the 


burgomaster and town clerk of 


Poperinge here this evening because 


Tubby was an honorary freeman of 


their town, and it was there that 
Talbot House was founded in 


December 1915 in memory of 


Gilbert Talbot, younger son of the 
Bishop of Winchester, who had been 


killed earlier that year in the fields of 


Flanders. 


“By the time that he died in December 
1972, Tubby Clayton had indeed 
become a legend in his own time. 
His original intention “to teach the 
younger generation racial 
conciliation and unselfish service” 
had burgeoned into a world-wide 


movement, the evidence of which 
rests in the diversity of all of you 
here tonightas we celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of a remarkable 
institution by a remarkable man.’ 


Director John Mitchell used the 
example of the performance of 
Joseph and the Amazing Tech- 
nicolour Dreamcoat in a Devon 
prison as one way in which Toc H 
has created the opportunity and the 
atmosphere in which people are 
helped to abandon rank and meet as 
human beings of equal value: 


‘Toc H has been doing that, quietly 
but effectively, for three quarters of 
a century. Helping people risk 
openness - both to others and to 
God. It is risky. Itcan hurt. It{doesn‘t 
always work, but there is plenty of 
evidence that thousands of people 
have had their lives changed by 
taking such risks. It is that which we 
celebrate today, and I can think of 
nothing so profoundly worth 
celebrating, for it is a basic building 
block of the Kingdom of God.’ 
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Address at 
St Martin-in-the-Fields 


by The Rt Revd Jim Thompson 
Bishop of Stepney 


TOC H 75th ANNIVERSARY 8 DECEMBER1990 


For some it is still possible to visit their own memories to recover 
something of 1915. For most of us the revealing of those times is through 
the early camera's lens. a diary, or poems - the grief of men over there, the 
grief of women over here. For me the sharpest word came from Wilfred 
Owen. He shattered the romantic view of war: 


3 k [don't want to cast a pall over these proper celebrations but rather to evoke 
ries ee S ae FOC through sludge for a moment the hell into which Toc H was born. The inferno in which 
Woe me A we AS 了 2 a generation writhed left no one the same - another poem called 


And towards our distant rest began to trudge. “THEY”: 
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots 
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind; The Bishop tells us: ‘When the boys come back 
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots ‘They will not be the same: for they'll have fought 
of tired, outstripped Five-Nines that dropped behind. ‘In a just cause; they lead the last attack 
‘On Anti-Christ; their comrades’ blood has bought 
Gas! GAS! Quick, boys! - An ecstasy of fumbling, ‘New right to breed an honourable race. 
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time: ‘They have challenged Death and dared him face to face.’ 
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling 
And flound'ring like a man in fire or lime ... ‘We're none of us the same!’ the boys reply 
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light. ‘For George lost both his legs; and Bill's stone blind; 
As under a green sea, | saw him drowning. ‘Poor Jim's shot through the lungs and like to die; 
‘And Bert's gone syphilitic; you'll not find 
In all my dreams, before my helpless sight, ‘A chap who's served that hasn't found some change. 
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning. And the Bishop said: ‘The ways of God are strange!’ 


It was inthis collapsing world of shattered minds 
and chests and limbs that Tubby Clayton lit a 
lamp for the human spirit, where there was 
healing grace, where people could be restored to 
their tenderer selves, where there was friendship 
rather than bayonets, and where - through visible 
loving action - it almost became possible to 
rejoin life and God. 


Of course we should give thanks that when the 
European soul was torn apart. and men lost hold 
of God - (though He too was crucified and died 
in pain), then a priest did a priest's job of 
restoring hope, and guided the victims of war to 
an upper room at Poperinge. ‘This 1 knew at 
once. that I had entered a ver y school of peace. 
Since then, Europe and the world have been 
through a second world war - this time with a 
clearer evi/to fight - the monster that hides inside 
the human race which rages - tyrannises by the i 
use of fear of other races and religions. This was 

another massive juggernaut driven between Gad 

andman. Soreligion became, formany.unmanly. 


And now we stand, perhaps, at the edge of 
another war with the world, confronted by a 
dictator with all the horrors of modern warfare in 
his hand. Pray God it will not come to war - but 
whether it docs or not there is a spiritual war t0 


Photographs, by Keith Ellis, are available from HQ at the cost of £2.50 per 8" x 6” print. Baie ers in es generation. ! a BS i 
ayton and that great Vicarofthis church, 


Dick Sheppard, would be deeply disturbed by 
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the peace we are building. In our cloying 
materialistic world there is an emptiness of 
spirit, a sense of Jost identity. of soulless human 
life which needs urgent treatment. The exaltation 
of greed, the constant lowering of the threshold 
of pain, the failure 10 honour God, lead to a 
reduction of our human potential - living to a 
sixth of what we could be - through comfort 
enticed into a small selfish mould. 

The four points of the compass are echoed in the 
Main Resolution passed by the first Central 
Council of Toc H in 1922. To think fairly, to love 
widely, to witness humbly, to build bravely. 
They are still pretty good words. the simple 
truths endure. They certainly challenge our 
society wilh a radical reappraisal of our values. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury recently made a 
plea for “thoughtful Christianity’ - in the face of 
polarisation, prejudice and fundamentalism, ‘to 
think fairly* is a challenge in itself. 

‘To love widely’ - in a time when nationalism, 
racial and religious bigotry threaten - this breadth 
of human reverence for others is essential. 

“To witness humbly’ - 1I know Toc H had debates 
about this - indeed humility is a forgotten virtue 
- if there is little reverence for God to challenge 
our boastful ego - there is no check on our 
insatiable selves - if we never wonder at the 
majesty of God - if we never wonder at the 
miracle of human life, tf we do not look out on 
our world with humble penitence for what we 
have done to our earthly paradise - we are 
doomed. 

“To build bravely’ - yes there’s the task - to build 
a Kingdom of friendship. of loving relationships 
of personal wholeness of spirit and identity. 
But there are so many signs of hope - would 
Tubby Clayton beleve his eyes when he saw a 
new unified Germany sending food supplies to 
Russia, would he believe that Europe itself should 
so be able to move on from the past to explore a 
continental unity? He would see too in this 
country the beginnings of a divine discontent 
with the creed of the self - just as young people 
were left spiritually starved by atheist 
communism - so more and more people sce they 
have been spiritually starved by naked capitalism 
with just a thin veneer of Christianity. So there 
isahunger - there is the beginning of arecognition 


of our need for God. We Christians need not 
apologise for our faith - need not feel inferior to 
the brazen strutting of the Golden Calf. The 
‘ISMS’ have collapsed - yet Christ still towers 
over the wrecks of Time - He still is the Gospel 
which satisfies the soul - So we should never be 
ashamed of our faith - itis the cornerstone of the 
whole life. And you must know that your new 
life is needed more than ever, - reading from 
your leaflet a quote from a young person- Toc H 
has given me the chance to explore things which 
might be called “spiritual” without first loading 
me with a bag full of religious “givens” ` - or 
again `I have begun to discover my real values - 
when people in a group are working and having 
fun together, I am sure this is the way people 
ought lo live together, not because it is morally 
correct or anything stuffy like that, but because 
it just feels so right’. AMEN TO THAT! 


So we pray that new life will continue to flow 
through Toc H - that the lamp that first sent up a 
flare of hope over hell's landscape may offer 
hope ina seductive world of dazzling but hollow 
peace. W 
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Albert Frederick Warmington, aged 92 this month and a former 
Toc H staff member, wrote to the editor in response to the 
Great War series. He was ‘bombed out’ four times during 
World War Two and lost everything he owned except demob 
paper and photos from the Great War, which he carries with 
him always in his wallet. 


599 Southleigh Road, 
Emsworth. 
Hants POLO 7TE 


57558 Private Warmington. 
2nd Battalion The Worcester Regt. 


Dear Ruth, 

There cannot be many of us veterans of the First World War left 
now. I was in France and Belgium for 20 months during the war, 
and 4 months in the Ypres Salient from the last week in March 
to the middle of July 1918. We were a draft of 19 year-olds. 
When we were ‘out-of-line’ for our 5 days rest, Poperinge was 
out of bounds and we had no contact with any troops who had 
been there longer than us. We handed over to the Yanks. They 
had ten mento our three. I first heard of Toc H in the local news 
in the late twenties. I joined in 1930 and have been a member 
ever since. We would be pleased to see you if you wanted to 
come this way. 


Yours sincerely. 


“(for 


& (My nickname in Toc H for 60 years) 


arte Neptune apres le bombardement. 
Gate after the bombardment, _ 


isited Warmy at his home in Emsworth, nene 
q discovered that he has (otal recall of his 


e Great War: 


The ediior ¥ 
Portsmouth, an 
experience in th 
Veterans of the First World War 

This is a story ofa small company of 18-year-olds called up in the 
early days of 1917. We were taken to Winchester from all over 
Hampshire. weighed. measured and medically examined. passed 
A4 because we were then under-age. and sent to Dorset where we 
were to joinacavalry regiment, the 2/1 Dorset Q/O Yeomanry, We 
were fitted oul in uniform. riding britches and spurs and sent tg 
Kent to join the regiment and learn to become cavalry men, 

In March 1918 we had an order, “every Al man for France’. Having 
just passed our 19th birthdays. we were Al. Jerry started his big 
push on 21 March. The next day we were on our way, by train to 
Folkstonc. boat to Boulogne and base camp. We transferred to the 
Worcester Regiment next morning and in the dusk we left that base 
camp and, late at night, we were dumped ina field. we had no idea 
where. and told to make ourselves comfortable for the night. The 
following morning we were given a tin of baked beans between 
three of us and late in the day discovered we were in the Ypres 
Salient. 


CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOYMENT DURING THE WAR ees ta ti thas i 
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There werconlyasmalinumberofus,.perhapsS0or60.all119 years 
of age. No old soldiers, or anybody with previous experience, we 
were just on our own. Then a sergeant joined us and we discovered 
we were in the trenches at the back of Ypres. We hadn’t been there 
an hour when onc of our chaps was killed by a sniper. 


We'd spend ten days in the trenches then come back behind the 
scenes for five days for a rest then back again for another ten days. 
You just made yourself comfortable in a bit of open country, and 
when you were in the trenches the same applied. A small party went 
back each evening to draw rations. and you met somebody from the 
horse transport and had your rations in a sandbag. You were given 
little round loaves. one between three, a piece of butter. a piece of 
cheese, as rations for the next day. plus a pint of water for each man 
from a two gallon petrol can. 


That went on day after day. When you came out for your five days 
rest you sometimes had a cooked meal. That was the way we lived. 
We had one blanket which we carried with us all the time, and a 
ground sheet. and wherever you were you had to sleep. You had 
your overcoat, and you used your boots as a pillow with your tunic 
on them. You could sometimes shave somchow but there was no 
means of washing. You just had to put up with it. That was how it 
was for four months. No fighting, just a question of watching each 
other and keeping your head down. The German big push of the 21 
March had come to an end. We were told that the Worcester 
Regiment was only 76 strong. made up of the horse transport and 
offices staff—so our small band of 19 year olds was it. 


For the next four months we spent a regular routine, 10 days in the 
trenches, 5S days rest. Fighting seemed to have died down - sniping 
and bombing raids, night patrols in no-man’s land were the order 
it seemed. We had only three men lo a fire bay instead of ten. We 
had one captain in charge and later two sub-lieutenants. 


In the middle of July we handed over to the Yanks. They arrived 
with a lot of noise. O- Say Tommy, where's this goddamn shooting 
gallery?’ A: ‘Up there Sam, up there’. Q: ‘What's that goddamn 
pimple over there?’ A: ‘That's Mount Kemmel. Jerry s ontop oft. 
They had ten men to each fire bay against our three and when our 
little band started to gather to go out they said, ‘Say Tommy, youare 
not leaving us on our own’. They cried out so much about it we had 
to stay another five days to keep them there. 


We were later moved down to the ‘Old Somme’ battlefield. 
somewhere in the Cambria area. It was August and. with 
afterthought. it seemed the enemy had had enough. They started to 
go back in easy stages taking everything with them. We followed, 
well spread out because of the machine gun posts they had left 
behind. We eventually recaptured Le Catteau. Forest and Caudry, 
all suffering no damage, but with no people in them. either. lt was 
some time before we came to Belgian villages with the natives still 
there. On 8 November we came back for a rest. On reaching Berli 
the troops there told us the Armistice was going to be signed on the 
11th. We said “good, no more up the linc’. We spent Christmas 
1918 in the little village of St Mauvice. very nice too. 


Mounted Tug of War team, Summer 1917 
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Then we were given our orders. At the beginning of January 1919 
we were to go to Dieppe. march all the 262 miles - 12 days at 22 
miles a day. The cooks did their work and cooked a mid-day meal 
onthe field kitchens as they walked along the roads, a pair of heavy 
draft horses drawing the kitchen. There were four kitchens. 


To cut a Jong story short we were with the Regimental Horse 
Transport near Dieppe for two months. 1 went there just as a line 
orderly. Then we shifted to Le Havre and camped alongside the 
Canal du Nord. { got promoted to Lance Corporal in charge of the 
whole regimental transport - a gang of 30 men and 97 horses at 6d 
a day. Then I became a full Corporal at 5/6d a day. But I didn’t get 
my demob orders until November 1919, a year after the war had 


ended. 
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The wish to discover your roots is one which faces many 
people who have been adopted at birth. Throughout life 
there is also the nagging question, ‘Why?’ A Toc H 
member, who wishes to remain anonymous, determined 
to trace his background and would like to share the 
results with Point three readers. The names used are 
fictitious. NORCAP is the National Organisation for the 
Counselling of Adoptees and Parents. Their address is: 3 
New High Street, Headington, Oxford OX3 7AJ. Please 
send an SAE if writing to them. 


*Youare embarking ona quest which is fraught with emotional 
risks, so I hope you will think it over very carefully before 
you use the information | am about to give you’. said the 
Senior Social Worker as he looked me straight in the eye. 
With this, he told me my original name and all ] needed to 
know in order to obtain a copy of my birth certificate. Until 
that moment it would have been nigh on impossible to find 
the record of my birth. 


This. of course, is true of most of us who were adopted. Our 
births were registered under our original names and many 
adoptive parents give their children new Christian names as 
well as the almost inevitable change of surname. 


My inlerview with the Senior Social Worker had taken place 
in 1981] and l obtained a copy of my birth certificate through 
the post. Opening the envelope was rather like opening a 
Christmas present without knowing what is inside the 
wrapping paper - exciting, yel troubling, lest it contains 
something you don’t want. There was my original name, and 
that of my natural mother, Jane. It gave her address and 
occupation and there was nothing written under the column 
headed ‘name and surname of father’. Naturally | was 
thrilled to know this little bit more about my roots, but it 
posed further questions. How long did she live here? Was it 
her family home? Who was my father? - and so on. 


Despite these questions, | remembered the comment made 
by the Senior Social Worker about the emotional risks of 
taking this any further. I realised that my widowed adoptive 
mother might be upset by my interest in my roots, that she 
might feel rejected or even that she had somehow failed. My 
knowing that I love and care about her was not enough. It was 
important to me that she knew it too and I did not want to give 
her cause to doubt. Also, I was concerned about contacting 
Jane because she would have made a new lile for herself in 
the decades since my birth. She might not welcome an 
approach from me and it could even have wrecked her life - 
perhaps she had not told her present family, if any. Then 
there was the risk to me. What if I discovered unpleasant 
things which ] couldn't handle emotionally, what if Jane 
rejected my approach to her? | decided to put the whole issue 
on one side and left well alone. 


It was seven years later, in 1988, that I read a letter in a 
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newspaper which was written by a natural mother. She Was . 


expressing her guilt over having given away her chile top 
adoption some thirty years earlier. She said that she longed 
to know that he was alive and well and prayed that one day 
he would make contact with her. This prompted me to re- 
think my postion. I had only looked at the possible Negative 
aspects of tracing Jane. and not the positive ones. It seemed 
tome that the relationship with my adoptive mother, who had 
now remarried, was strong enough to cope with my search, 
as long as I kept her informed and reassured her of my love. 
I believed that I was able to handle the search and whatever 
it might uncover and 1 resolved to leave the decision about 
hahar or not to make contact with Jane until after I had 


found her whereabouts. 


So l became a sleuth, searching through the indices of births, 
marriages and deaths at St Catharine’s House in London. | 
made telephone calls to distant libraries, to ask them to check 
their electoral registers, for dates of arrival and departure of 
various people at specific addresses. There were times of 
great disappointment and moments of glee. I thought I would 
find a marriage for Jane sometime between my birth and the 
present. Nothing. Amoment of despair, then I looked for her 
brothers and sisters. When you have searched thirty indices 
with no luck and then suddenly you find the name you are 
looking for it feels like the discovery of the needle in the 
haystack. The sense of achievement is almost overwhelming 
at times. 


I think it would be fair to say that | became obsessed with this 
search fora while. The thrill of the chase was in my blood and 
] was totally determined to succeed, however long it took and 
whatever the cost to me. At times it was the intellectual 
challenge of deciding which clues were important and which 
were not that stimulated me, at times the determination to 
discover more of my natural roots. [had discovered an uncle, 
cousins and grandparents before managing to trace my 
natural mother. 


It was only three weeks after I had begun my search in earnest 
that | realised that 1 might have a lead which would take me 
straight to Jane without any more ploughing through 
documents. By this time I was almost certain that she had 
emigrated to the USA within a few months of my birth and 
that there would be no references to her, other than her birth 
and mine, at St Catharine’s House. So | telephoned a distant 
family connection to find out June's brother's address. This 
she gave me and then with my heart in my mouth. I asked her 
if she knew my natural mother’s address. I did not state my 
relationship, but I told no lies. As she was fetching her 
address book I sat at the telephone willing her to be quick and 
praying that she would not have second thoughts about 
giving this information to a total stranger. I couldn't tell her 
who I was because it wouldn’t have been fair to Jane, yet I 
needed that address. She gave it to me and with shaking hand 
I wrote it down - she was in the USA. When 1 put the 


telephone down I was quaking. I had found her. My search 
had succeeded. Now what? 


Prior to beginning my search I had enrolled as a member of 


NORCAP and they had advised me on the best ways to 
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proceed. All people involved in any way with adoption, 
either as natural parents, adoptive parents or adoptees should 
join as soon as they decide to think about the issues 
surrounding adoption at all seriously. and certainly before 
beginning a search for a missing living person to whom they 
are related. 


Atter due consideration I decided to make contact with Jane, 
but | wanted to do it in such a way that she would be free to 
reject my approach if she needed to do so. This was where 
NORCAP was enormously helpful. They arranged fora man 
called John to act as an intermediary between me and my 
natural mother for as long as was necessary. He wrote a letter 
to her in such a way as to identify me to her but to nobody 
else. Fortunately, she responded favourably and we started 
to write to one another until her husband stepped in saying 
that I should prove who I was. This was understandable. He 
was being protective on the one hand, and needed time to 
adjust on the other. 


To cut a very long story short, I met Jane in July of last year 
for the first time since I was ten days old. We decided to link 
up on neutral territory and chose a train station platform. It 
was a private moment, a moment to treasure and remember, 


I am now in touch with not only my natural mother, but her 
other two sons, an uncle and numerous cousins. I have also 
searched out and made contact with my father in the USA 
and have gained two half brothers and a half sister through 
him. This rapid and seemingly unstoppable growth in my 
family relationships takes some assimilating, not only by me 
but by my poor beleaguered wife. As for my adoplive 
mother, well. she found my interest in Jane very disturbing 
and | now know that I put her through some considerable 
torment. At the time she let little of this show, because she 
was supportive of me, but we have since discussed it. This 
consequence is more than unfortunate, but our relationship 
is as good as ever. 


People have asked me why I felt the need to go through this 
process, and that is a hard question to answer. Put simply, it 
was a need to face the truth. For many years I had simply 
wished that my adoptive mother had “made me’, and | had 
told her so on a number of occasions when | was a child. My 
relationship with her is good but I am not of her blood. 
however strongly I might wish otherwise. Only as [ grew 
older did I have the courage to face this reality and to 
embrace it. There were certainly risks involved in doing so, 
and an adopted person tracing a natural family does not 
always have pleasing results and the emotional consequences 
are not always easy to handle. 


I hope that this serves to stress the importance of joining 
NORCAP for anyone who has a personal interest in this 
subject. They can be very helpful. 


So, I have found the answers to my questions and I am in 
contact with the three families to which | am connected - my 
father’s, my natural mother’s and my adoptive mother’s. The 
last of these is the one to which I have the strongest bond, and 
for which my love has not diminished one iota. 


Ie Po 


Volunteer work 
with Offenders 


John Evans, a Toc H Central Councillor in South 
Wales, reports on a discussion weekend at Alison 
House last year which has resulted in the production 
of Guidelines for Toc H members who may wish to 
become involved in yolunteer work with offenders. 
The guidelines cover prison visiting, work with the 
probation service, victim support schemes and 
community service orders. They are mainly for 
branch use, but guidelines are also available for 
leaders of projects which have young offenders as 
volunteers. Copies can be obtained from John 
Mitchell at Toc H HQ, Wendover. 


Director John Mitchell and a small planning team had 
drawn together a mixture of Toc H staff and members, 
together with a number of professionals. Prison visitor, 
Frank Rice, chaired the group, which aimed to share 
knowledge and experience and to explore the 
possibilities of longer term co-operation. 


The three guest speakers were P A Whitehouse (Governor 
of HM Young Offenders Institution, Deerbolt), Ged 
Bates (West Midlands Probation Service) and Sam 
Morris (NACRO - National Association for the Care 
and Resettlement of Offenders). Staff members Norah 
Anderson and John Dunwell also made significant 
contributions to discussions. 


Mr Whitehouse reminded the group that inmates easily 
become institutionalised and that society has 
responsibility for the time of young people in their 
charge, to ensure that they become better members of 
society and learn how to enjoy life. Deerbolt currently 
run 14 major educational/training courses. 


Mr Bates felt that the probation service was moving 
towards increased responsibility for some aspects of 
‘punishment in the community’, responding to the 
courts, protecting the public and preventing crime, but 
had Jess opportunity for its traditional role, “to advise, 
assist and befriend...’ 


Mr Morris said that NACRO offered ex-offenders and 
people at risk a whole range of such projects as housing 
help, employment training and education. They also 
offered expertise in developing crime prevention, 
community safety, and provided constantly updated 
research findings and information on penal and crime 
Statistics. 
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Among the main conclusions of the weekend: there was 
aneed to produce a Toc H information pack: that more 
members should be encouraged to become prison 
visitors: and staff and members could develop project 
links with institutions dealing with young offenders, 


Chas Payne 


Projects with 
Young Offenders 


Editor Ruth Boydspoke to Chas Payne,asenior officer 
at Deerbolt Young Offenders Institution, who co- 
ordinates community work and who has placed 
inmates on Foc H projects with the help of Norah 
Anderson, Development Officer (Projects). 
Deerbolt‘’s catchment area covers Cumbria, 
Northumberland and Cleveland. There are 370 
inmates, with a capacity for 420. It is a closed prison 
for medium term offenders, aged between I4 and 21, 
whose sentences range from four months to five 
years. 


Chas: Life for young offenders has become more structured. 
We give them something to aim for, step by step. throughout 
their sentence. If you are doing two years, you have to have 
something to aim for in six months, not two years’ time. With 
community work we look at the lad and ask, ‘Is it going to do 
some good?’ 


We send them out on all sorts of projects - working with the 
handicapped, old people, kids - whatever. I work with Toc H. 
with Community Service volunteers, and I am very much 
involved with the Youth Hostel Association - so thal is three 
national organisations that 1 work with. We also have more 
local things - dealing with charities locally. This is as much 
todo with PR work as with getting lads out in the community. 
We have a duty to help in the local community. Not everyone 
wants a prison on their doorstep. 


Ruth: Would people from here go on a Toc H project in 


another part of the country? 


C: We havea lot of projects that are far-flung - suchas going 
out into the mountains in Wales. It rains down there! We 
have had to start and think about what the lads need. We 
normally send them out witha bit ofextra clothing, they take 
their civilian clothing with them, but we need to go further 
than that and we don’t have the funds. The prison department 
is about 5 years behind Deerbolt. That is my own fecling. We 
are very much the leaders in what is happening in the 
community work field in the prison service. 


The Governor here sees Deerbolt revolving around three 
main activities - training courses/education. gymnasium and 
community work. All are interlinked. 


R: They are all designed to encourage positive thinking? 


C: Oh yes. Community work, getting kids involved with old 
people. mentally and physically handicapped people, gives 
themadifferent view on life. The inmate that we send, it does 
him as much good as the good it does for the people to whom 
we send hiin. One of the things we have got involved with 
this year is to look at projects we can incorporate into the 
training courses here. We have just finished a good one 
which was an old chapel - there was an annexe to build onto 
it. It started from rough ground: foundations to put tn. 
building it. plastering, electrics, plumbing. the whole lot. It 
has gone through the whole gambit of our training courses. 


We are not taking work away from outside tradesmen. 
People out there get great benelit. Now there are two branches 
of community work within Deerbolt - getting lads out to help 
disabled people. but also doing projects that will help the lads 
use the skills we have taught them. 


R: Have you trained some of the volunteers here to become 
project leaders ? 


C: Yes - I honestly believe that what we are doing has no 
bounds. I believe that we are doing some good. 


R: / know a magistrate who is very loath to send young 
people ‘down’ and would love a scheme like a building 
project as an alternative. | wonder if Toc H could get 
involved in such projects as an alternative to custodial 
sentences? 


C: I don’t know. Toc H is just trying to get people to interact 
with one another, That goes a long way with our lads; they 
are accepted in to a small group with people they don tknow. 
It is probably the first time they have been accepted by the 
people we send them to. Toc H volunteers generally come 
from the middle class - our lads look on that class of people 


un 


as snobs - for our lads to go out and get mixed in 
society is something totally strange and new. To con 

and say it was great - we have gone a long way towards that. 
They may not have enjoyed the work but have enjoyed the 


people they have been working with. 


R: Also the potential - it is probably quite a predictable 
environment they go back to? 


C: The vast majority of these lads go back to the same 
environment we have drawn them from, which is why many 
of them will end up back in here. The structure our lads come 
from is one where they are preoccupied with the business of 
looking after themselves. Community work tothem is looking 
after themselves and the family. Perhaps if you are a little 
more comfortably off you can look further afield. The lads in 
here look after number one - they feel that there is nobody as 
badly offas themselves. Itcan change their whole perspective 
by going on a project. There are a couple of projects where 
we have had lads working with physically handicapped 
adults and I don't think I could handle it, yet most come back 
and thank you. Having said that, we have had lads who have 
rung us up afler a few days and said they can’t hack it. We just 
tell them to come back. A lad who admits he can’t hack it and 
comes back here to prison is as much of asuccess as a lad who 
sticks a month-long placement. Perhaps more so. Of course 
we have failures. But they are extremely few and far between. 


Deerbolt Young 
Offenders Institution 
Activity Week 


Deerbolt Young Offenders Institution held their second 
activity week at the end of October. which Toc H was again 
involved with. reports Norah Anderson: “Funded by The 
Prince’s Trust. this is a chance for inmates to see what 
opportunities are available for them on the outside and to 
encourage them to look at different areas in sport. adventure 
and social activities. Toc H had a photography display 
showing the variety of our work and how we involve young 
offenders. This gained a lot of interest from inmates and 
other invited guests. and helped to both remind people about 
Toc H and introduce others to us. Alison Andrieux and 1 
spent two days during the week, talking to groups about the 
movement . Ss eae ‘ 


Toc H Projects during 1990 
had over 30 placements from 
Deerbolt Young Offenders 
Institution. 


Norah Anderson 


A Moving Story 


A LIFE OF BISHOP 
JOHN ROBINSON 
by Eric James 


Fount, £5.99 


John Robinson's Honest to God was for 
me. as for many others, a liberating 
book. For the first time it seemed 
possible to admit to doubts about the 
traditional formulations of Christian 
doctrine and yet to remain a member of 
the church. It was no longer necessary 
to feel guilty: one could start to search 
positively for a new and deeper 
understanding of God. It wasn't a 
particularly profound or original book 
but it came at the right time. And it was 
very important that a bishop had had 
the courage to express such views. 


Through this book and his other writings 
John Robinson had a considerable 
impact on the lives of many people of 
a particular generation. Yet it was with 
some reluctance that 1 picked up this 
book. Didhe really meritaheavyweight 
biography? Was it not his writings rather 
than his life that were important? 
Despite the account of the leading part 
he played. as Bishop of Woolwich, in 
the currents of ecclesiastical renewal in 
the 1960s. and despite the occasional 
intriguing glimpses of the arcane world 
of episcopal appointments. these doubts 
remained as I read. But they were swept 
away by the chapter which records the 
manner of his dying - a moving story of 
clear-eyed courage. movingly told. 


When cancer was diagnosed he was 
told he had about six months to live. In 
his last sermon he was able to describe 
these months as an experience “full of 
grace and truth. I cannot say how 
grateful 1 am for all the love and 
kindness which this has disclosed, 
which I am sure was always there but 
which it has taken this to bring home.” 


He went on to talk about preparing for 
death which, he said, “is not the other- 
worldly. pious exercise stamped on our 
minds by Victorian sentimentality, 
turning away from the things of earth 
for the things of “heaven”. Rather, for 
the Christian, it is preparing for eternal 


life, which means real living. more 
abundant life. which is begun, 


continued, though not ended. now. And 
this means il is about quality of life, not 
quantity. How long it goes on here is 
purely secondary. So preparing for 
eternity means learning to live, not just 
concentrating on keeping alive. It means 
living it up. becoming more concerned 
with contributing to and enjoying what 
matters most.” 


He had been denounced many times as 
a heretic. or as a remote academic who 
undermined the simple faith of ordinary 
people. Yet you could hardly have a 
more powerful expression ol the good 
news of Jesus than these words froma 
man face to face with death. 


Ken Prideaux-Brune 


Branch News 


Seaford Branch held their 75th An- 
niversary concert in October with the 
Chantry Singers at Seaford Methodist 
Church. It was very successful and much 
enjoyed by the audience. The profits were 
donated to Youth Projects and Friendship 
Circles. 


Grace Clayton, Central Councillor. and 
100 year old Canon Harold Lovell cut the 
75th Anniversary cake at the North 
Thames Area Rally at St Albans in 
October. The 1990 Rally was hosted by the 
South East and West Herts District. whose 
chairman, Terry Gray. is also in the Chair 
of the North Thames Area Liaison Team. 


Grace Clayton and Canon Harold Lovell 
14 


organisations and charities on - 
3 November at an exhibition ¢ 
for the Association of 
Voluntary Organisations. 
Wrexham({AVOW). Twolocal 
MPs were present, as were the 
Mayor and Mayoress. Mem- 
bers manned the Toc H stall 
throughout the day and 
discussed the movement with 
many of the 400 present. © 


Branch secretary, Wyn Roberts. is also secretary of the AVOW Executive Committee 
Whose aim is to have a centre in the town which can be shared by all voluntary 


organisations. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme Branch held a 
very happy auction recently inaid of Toc H 
funds and charities at the lovely home of 
their Jobby”. This was a great success as 
everyone chose lo buy things for Christmas 
and the afternoon finished with a cup of tea 
and a chal. An cye was kept on visiting 
friends who, the branch hope. might join 
their meetings in future. 


Much Wenlock Branch report that their 
monthly lunch for seniorcitizens continues 
to flourish. They now cook for 50. After a 
recent session members and guests 
celebrated the 75th Anniversary with a 


service of thanksgiving taken by their 
chaplain, Andrew Evans. Children from 
Much Wenlock Comprehensive school 
have been joining the branch on a regular 
basis since November. 


On November 18 Kempston Branch 
entertained 70 elderly people to a ‘knife 
and fork’ tea and a concert. The guests 
came from four warden-assisted blocks of 
flats and elsewhere inthecom munity. They 
were entertained with songs from Gilbert 
and Sullivan. popular ballads and poems, 
by a group called Patchwork. Doris, who is 
in charge of the group and who played the 


THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM 

| feel strongly that The Impossible Dream 
(Jack Harrison, December Point three) was 
the heart of Toc Hand agree wholeheartedly 
that some are in grave danger of putting our 
movement on a par with Rotary, Round 
Table and Lions - highly commendable 
aroups but nol what Toc H is about. The 
Upper Room at Poperinge says it all - as 
Jack says so clearly - “God must be right in 
the midst’. The Main Resolution and 
Tubby’s prayer are meaningless without 
God al the centre. 

All the friends who work so hard are 
welcome! WE accept them with love. | 
would never ignore the points of the 
Compass to love widely and think fairly. 
BUT the thinking fairly must be 
reciprocated! The article preceding Jack's. 
‘To Sit in Quietness’. was good and 
challenging until it came to the paragraph 
‘It is through silence and solitude that we 
can become aware of that thing other than 
ourselves which some call God’. Then the 
writer places Christ alongside Buddha and 
Muhammad as seeking to be alone at times. 
‘That thing’ is my Lord and Saviour - a 
personal Lord who. astonishingly, wants 
me and enables me to serve Him through 
others. | acknowledge 1 couldnt do it 
without His strength. 

So please, those non believers. respect our 
beliefs as I respect you're not able to accept 
them. but are maybe secking that which so 
many find through the Old House - ‘The 
Impossible Dream’ — to build the Kingdom 


of God in the wills of men. T 


hinking fai 
must mean mutual respect. ie 


Betty Blower 
Leamington Spa 


TOCH BERLIN 
I am writing bel 


atedly to you regarding the 
most interestin lO 


issue by Timon oe i dria 
return visit to Berlin (wa Bee or 
intas a A ea stationed there 
i - National Service as a 
Sergeant/Instructor with the Royal Army 
Educational Corps. 
Tim mentions the TOC H Club in North 
Spandau. | have happy memories of it and 
all the staff there: the Club seemed to radiate 
some kindof inner joy andcontentment that 
l believe other colleagues and myself 
realised subconciously was not to be found 
everywhere. Indeed I don’t believe that I 
have seen anything quite like it anywhere 
else in the course of my subsequent travels. 
The TOC HClubusedto bring refreshments 
round to 46 Army Education Centres. three 
times every day. Mondays to Fridays and 
once on Saturday. Special requests were 
met as required, nothing was ever too much 
trouble. The Education Centre was then 
located in Brook Barracks. South Spandau: 
quite a long way from the Club premises. 
There was a kind of magic about the 
organization. Certainly TOC H helped to 
make what was for me a very happy time of 
my life even happier. 
GCN Bramley 
North Harrow 


MEMORIES OF TUBBY 

Whilst reading Point three on board ship. 
the article on Tubby Clayton brought back 
some memories. 

Early in the 1950s I was a deck-boy on a 


ii ~ 


Betis ae 
shipcalled Lochwoo dandTu bby didarou 


ie 
a recording of the voyage on one of the first ‘ 
tape recorders I ever saw. He spent a lot of 
lime with the crew recording conversations 
and we even sang sea shanties for him! I 
believe some were even broadcast. 
I wonder, is there any record or photographs 
of that voyage so long ago? 
Peter Robinson 
Liverpaol 


HELP FOR YOUNGSTERS 
Although we have many good projects in 
hand. I do Teel that we should consider the 
very carly projects that Tubby and others 
started early in our history, i.e. the Marks or 
Hostels. to help get some of the disillusioned 
young pcople offthe streets into comfortable 
friendly surroundings whilst they sort out 
their future. 

So many of these lovely young people are 
sleeping rough and are vulnerable to all 
manner of evil temptations. Would it not be 
a good investment 10 purchase premises for 
this. or adapt some that we already have. 
like Argyle Road. Ilford? Income and profit 
are not really our business. 

Tam sure that many of our present members. 
who first met Toc H through Marks. will 
endorse this point of view. New ideas are 
good but the old should not be forsaken. 
True there are other organisations doing this 
sort of work. but Toc H was in among the 
forerunners and today the need is there 
more than ever. We could soon find young 
people in need through ‘Save the Children’. 
and many others. 
Please give this 
wherever you live. 


serious thought. 
Jim Curran 
Barkingside, Essex 


Up Date 
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New Members 


Mrs Joyce E Smith (Buckingham J) 
Rev Michael S Kivett (Chard J) 
Alex Buckland (Elmstead J) 
Roger A Gadd (Hazel Grove J) 
Mrs Glenys Rock (Netherton W) 
Mrs Claire Boggaert. 

Albert Burschaert (Poperinge J) 
Mrs Florence A Brown, 

Mrs Mabel Taylor (Southport J) 
Mrs Agnes M Richards (Treforest W) 
Iwan A Moroz, 


Miss Amanda Jervis (Wednesfield 
WOTCH Grp) 


Obituaries 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In October 
Donald J Bugden (Kennington, Kent) 


In November 
Muriel Codd (Cleveland District) 
Gilbert C ‘Jimmy’ Harris 

(Salisbury Plain District) 
Albert H Jones (Stourport) 
May Smallwood (South Devon District) 
Winnie Stcers (Bedford) 


In December 
Albert T Denny (Buckingham) 
Margaret M Pond (Newport IOW) 


We give thanks for their lives 


Donald James Budgen who died in October, was a 
member of Kennington Branch, Earlier as a member 
of Canterbury Branch he was one of the founders of the 
multiple sclerosis group, with which he continued ta 
work until his death, A loyal [riend of Toe H, he will 
be much missed. GL 


Frederick Collins who died 28 October aged 84, was 
one of the early members of Ashford Men's Branch. 
Although an invalid in recent years, he had always 
taken a keen interest in branch activities. JEM 


Long a member of Toc H. May Simaliwood died in 
November. She first became a member in Statfordshine 
and subsequently moved ta Devon, where she joined 
the Paignton Women's Branch and then the South 
Devon District Branch. AH 


Winifred Steers. a lifelong member uf Toe H, was the 
last of Bedford Branch’s original members. She joined 
the League of Women Helpers in 1926, later held 
office in various capacities, and was Pilot of Bedford 
Mixed Branch. JDC 


Albert Denny was a member of Buckingham Branch 
for many years. He had a vast amount of practical 
experience and had been awarded an honorary degree 
for his work as a builder on the Open University 
complex at Milton Keynes. DCB 
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STAPLEFORD HOUSE, NOTTINGHAM 
Chairers and Secretaries Training Weekend 
26 - 28 April 1991 


TOC H in association with 
The Guild of Pastoral Psychology 
invite you to 


A REFLECTIVE 
WEEKEND 


at Toc H Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 


A weekend for members who serve Toc H as officers of the branch, district or 
region, which aims to produce three training packages for chairers and secretaries 
that can be used either on a branch night. a full day or a weekend training event. 
No matter if you are an ‘old hand’ or new to the job, your contribution wil! be 
welcome so please do come and join us. 


from 6.30 pm Friday 3 May 
to 4 pm Sunday 5 May 1991 


Cost - £10 (which we hope may be paid by branch. region or district). 


The remaining costs will be met from Membership Training Budget, although 
contributions are welcome. 


During the weekend in the company of Rabbi 
David Freeman and the Revd Alan Johnson. 
we shall examine various texts and themes 
from Jewish and Christian perspectives and 
share worship. 

Rabbi David Freeman is a Jungian analyst 
and past chairman of the Guild. Revd Alan 
Johnson, apart from being Toe H National 
Chaplain, is an analytical counsellor and a 
member of the Guild Council. 


Further details from: Bill Bains, 25 Whinmoor Gardens, Leeds LS!4 1AF 


CUDDESDON HOUSE 


Audio Visual Weekend 12 - 14 April 199] 


Costs forthis weekend will be £50 per person. 
though some limited subsidies are available 
on request. 

Places will be limited. so please apply to 
Revd Alan Johnson at Headquarters as soon 
as possible, but by 22 March at the latest, 
enclosing anon-retumable deposit of £20 per 
person. (Please make cheques payable to 
‘Toc H’). Preference will be given to those 
who have not attended before and to trying to 
ensure a balance of participants. 


There are still a limited number of places left on this unique training weekend. 
Our aim is to produce a video on Chairing Small Voluntary Groups’ which will 
be available to chairers of groups within Toc H and outside. 

If you have skills to offer, or just want to come along and learn and have fun, do 
join us. 

All costs to be met from Membership Training Budget, although contributions 
will be welcome. 


Further details from: Jacqueline Bartlett, Staff Development Officer, 
Headquarters. | Forest Close, Wendover. Bucks HP22 6BT 


GOING INTO SHELTERED HOUSING ? 75th Anniversary 
Age Concern offer a new advisory service for the clderly before they invest their OO klet 
capital and commit part of their future income on service and other charges for 
sheltered housing. 

Buying a sheltered flat or bungalow represents a major investment. H is essential 
to know what you are paying for. Without expert advice things can go wrong. The 
Sheltered Housing Advice and Conciliation Service has been funded by the 
National House Building Council, together with leading developers and housing 
associations in the sheltered housing ficld. 


A booklet containing all the main speeches 
from the All Hallows, Guildhall. and St 
Martin’s weckend, plus the World Chain of 
Light vigil at Talbot House, is available 
from Headquarters, priced £1 incl p & p. 


For further information write to: Sheltered Housing Advisory and 


Write to Toc H Despatch Dept., 
Conciliation Service. Walkden House, 3 - 10 Melton Street, London NWI 2E 


Headquarters, Wendover 


To Conquer Hate I'm a New Member 
l see you at the Meetings 

You are invited lo join us in exploring 

conflict and reconciliation from | to 3 March 

1991 at Cuddesdon House, near Oxford. 

Cost £30. which includes food and 

accommodation. For further details and 

applications, contact: 

The Revd Alan Johnson 

Toc H Headquarters 

] Forest Close 

Wendover. Bucks HP22 6BT. 

Tel: 0296 623911 


You could just step across the room, 
But you never say ‘Hello’, But you never made the trip, 


You're busy all the time you're there, Why can't you nod and say hello 
With those you already know, Or stop to shake my hand, 
| sit amongst the people, Then go and sit among your friends, 


Yet I'm a lonely guy; Now that I'd understand, but 
The New Members are as strange as |, l'il be at the next meeting, 


And the ‘Old Timers’ pass me by, Perhaps a nice evening to spend; 
But darn it, you accepted me in, Do you think you could introduce yourself? 
And you talked of Fellowship, | want to be your friend. Anon. 
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